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Long Range Planning Committee 
2018 Report to QCBFD 

During the past year, Long Range Planning Committee addressed multiple topics. We have 
continued to work on finding an alternative water source for QCB. We will participate in an 
upcoming meeting of various interests on Quonochontaug Neck and the Town of Charlestown 
on this subject. From our previous efforts to find an alternative water source, we have 
concluded that the leadership of the town is key. After initial reluctance, the town is now 
fully engaged with Town Council President, Virginia Lee, who is also a resident of the Neck 
participating.  

The committee is in the beginning stages of understanding the issues surrounding the burial of 
overhead utility wires. We believe that there are multiple reasons to consider this action. 
Besides the obvious aesthetic improvement, we believe that correctly done, it will harden our 
utility infrastructure against storm damage and so increase our priority with National Grid to 
make repairs.  

  

Our most important effort is the crafting of QCBFD’s first ever community survey which will 
be distributed later this year using the email blast system. This effort has been led by 
Committee members, Ellen Frost and Kate Thornton. While all participants in QCB activities 
are important sources of information, our homeowners are our most important constituency. 
If you are a homeowner but do not receive email blasts, please get you name added by 
contacting Kate. 

The survey will ask for certain demographic information such as length of time coming to 
Quonnie and age range. It will then ask you to rate your satisfaction with QCBFD provided 
services such as garbage collection. It will also ask about participation in special events such 
as the Sand Castle contest. Also asked is interest in revisiting the West Pond phragmities 
issue, water metering, overhead utility burial and installation of a wind turbine to power our 
homes.  

The last section will ask if you have any interest in participating in the all-volunteer 
management of QCBFD and if so, on which committee would you like to serve. Only if you 



respond positive in this section, will you be requested to identify yourself and provide contact 
information. Otherwise, the survey will be anonymous.  

When distributed, the survey will be open for responses for a period of time, but your early 
response will make sure your opinion is included.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Tom Farrell 
Chairman 


